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Bernstein, Sara Tuvel. The Seamstress: A Memoir of Survival.
Seren Tuvel Bernstein (1918-1983), a brave and spirited Holocaust
survivor, recounts the story of her prewar life, the Holocaust years, and
her efforts to reconnect with lost relatives and create a better existence for
herself and her family after the war.
Doyle, Roddy. Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha.
In this national bestseller and winner of the Booker Prize, Roddy Doyle,
author of the "Barrytown Trilogy", takes us to a new level of emotional
richness with the story of ten-year-old Padraic Clarke. Witty and poignant-and adored by critics and readers alike--Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha charts
the trumphs, indignities, and bewilderment of Paddy as he tries to make
sense of his changing world.
Gordimer, Nadine. July’s People.
Amazon.com

Not all whites in South Africa are outright racists. Some, like Bam and
Maureen Smales in Nadine Gordimer's thrilling and powerful novel July's
People, are sensitive to the plights of blacks during the apartheid state. So
imagine their quandary when the blacks stage a full-scale revolution that
sends the Smaleses scampering into isolation. The premise of the book is
expertly crafted; it speaks much about the confusing state of affairs of
South Africa and serves as the backbone for a terrific adventure.
Jin, Ha. Waiting: A Novel.
"In Waiting, Ha Jin portrays the life of Lin Kong, a dedicated doctor torn
by his love for two women: one who belongs to the New China of the
Cultural Revolution, the other to the ancient traditions of his family's
village. Ha Jin profoundly understands the conflict between the individual
and society, between the timeless universality of the human heart and
constantly shifting politics of the moment. With wisdom, restraint, and
empathy for all his characters, he vividly reveals the complexities and
subtleties of a world and a people we desperately need to know."--Judges'
Citation, National Book Award
Martel, Yann. Life of Pi.
This brilliant novel combines the delight of Kipling's "Just So Stories"
with the metaphysical adventure of "Jonah and the Whale, " as Pi, the son
of a zookeeper, is marooned aboard a lifeboat with four wild animals. His
knowledge and cunning allow him to coexist for 227 days with Richard
Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger.

O’Brien, Tim. In the Lake of the Woods.
The author of The Things They Carried offers a riveting novel of love and
mystery. When long-hidden secrets about the atrocities he committed in
Vietnam come to light, a candidate for the U.S. Senate retreats with his
wife to a lakeside cabin in northern Minnesota. Within days of their
arrival, his wife mysteriously vanishes into the watery wilderness.
Paton, Alan. Cry, the Beloved Country.
Paton's deeply moving story of Zulu pastor Stephen Kumalo and his son
Absalom, set against the backdrop of a land and people driven by racial
inequality and injustice, remains the most famous and important novel in
South Africa's history.
Suskind, Ron. A Hope in the Unseen: An American Odyssey from the Inner
City to the Ivy League.
Inside Flap Copy

At Ballou Senior High, a crime-infested school in Washington, D.C.,
honor students have learned to keep their heads down. Like most innercity kids, they know that any special attention in a place this dangerous
can make you a target of violence. But Cedric Jennings will not swallow
his pride, and with unwavering support from his mother, he studies and
strives as if his life depends on it--and it does. The summer after his junior
year, at a program for minorities at MIT, he gets a fleeting glimpse of life
outside, a glimpse that turns into a face-on challenge one year later:
acceptance into Brown University, an Ivy League school.
At Brown, finding himself far behind most of the other freshmen, Cedric
must manage a bewildering array of intellectual and social challenges.
Cedric had hoped that at college he would finally find a place to fit in, but
he discovers he has little in common with either the white students, many
of whom come from privileged backgrounds, or the middle-class blacks.
Having traveled too far to turn back, Cedric is left to rely on his faith, his
intelligence, and his determination to keep alive his hope in the unseen--a
future of acceptance and reward that he struggles, each day, to envision.
Tan, Amy. Kitchen God’s Wife.
NEWSWEEK
Winnie and Helen have kept each other's worst secrets for more than fifty
years. Now, because she believes she is dying, Helen wants to expose
everything. And Winnie angrily determines that she must be the one to tell
her daughter, Pearl, about the past--including the terrible truth even Helen
does not know. And so begins Winnie's story of her life on a small island
outside Shanghai in the 1920s, and other places in China during World
War II, and traces the happy and desperate events that led to Winnie's
coming to America in 1949.
Woolf, Virginia. To the Lighthouse.
Though its fame as an icon of twentieth-century literature rests primarily
on the brilliance of its narrative technique and the impressionistic beauty
of its prose, 'To The Lighthouse' is above all the story of a quest, and as
such it possesses a brave and magical universality.

